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Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Ex Parte: In the Matter of Implementation of Section 304 of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices, 
Compatibility Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment, 
CS Docket No. 97-80, PP Docket No. 00-67. 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On October 26, 2007, Brian L. Roberts, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Comcast 
Corporation, Mark Coblitz, Senior Vice President of Strategic Planning, Comcast Corporation, and 
James R. Coltharp, Chief Policy Advisor for FCC and Regulatory Policy, Comcast Corporation, met to 
discuss the above-captioned proceeding with (1) Chairman Kevin Martin, Michelle Carey, and 
Catherine Bohigian, (2) Commissioner Michael Copps and Rick Chessen, (3) Commissioner Jonathan 
Adelstein and Rudy Brioche, (4) Commissioner Deborah Tate and Amy Blankenship, and  
(5) Commissioner Robert McDowell, Cristina Pauze, and Brigid Calamis.  Kerry Knott of Comcast 
participated in the meetings with Chairman Martin and Commissioners McDowell and Tate.  David 
Rudd of the Palmetto Group participated in the meetings with Commissioners Copps and Adelstein. 

 The presentations in the meetings summarized materials presented on the record in comments 
and reply comments Comcast submitted on August 24 and September 10, 2007, respectively.  Messrs. 
Roberts and Coblitz explained that the OpenCable Platform will get consumer-friendly two-way retail 
devices into the marketplace by the 2008 holiday season.  They stressed that America’s cable industry 
is committed to OpenCable, that OpenCable ensures that no cable customer is disenfranchised, and that 
OpenCable enjoys substantial support from leading CE, technology, and content companies.  And they 
emphasized that requiring the cable industry to undertake the very substantial efforts needed to 
accommodate DCR+ would consume scarce resources that should instead be deployed toward ensuring 
a smooth and successful DTV transition. 

 They also explained that DCR+ cannot be available by the 2008 holiday season.  They noted 
that no CE company has committed to build DCR+ products, nor has any retailer shown any interest in 
stocking them.  They further explained that DCR+ would not give consumers the services they are 



Marlene H. Dortch 
October 29, 2007 
Page 2 
 

1415413.11350089.3 

buying from their cable company.  Consumers reasonably expect that something called a “digital 
cable-ready” device will let them have access to all of the cable services that are part of the package 
they have purchased.  But DCR+ devices, were they to be built, could only receive a limited number of 
existing services, will receive no new future services, and will not let cable consumers see and use 
cable services in the way they purchased them. 

 Additionally, they noted that CEA is asking the FCC to micromanage technology choices for 
cable in a way it has never done for any industry, saddle cable with burdens that do not apply to 
cable’s direct competitors, and limit customer access to high-value content.   

 Finally, they encouraged the Commission to focus its energies on encouraging the development 
of an all-MVPD solution rather than cable-centric approaches.  The Commission cannot create a true 
national retail marketplace for CE equipment unless customers who choose satellite and telephone 
companies as their video provider – already more than 30 percent of all MVPD homes – can buy plug-
and-play equipment that also works on those platforms.   

Kindly direct any questions regarding this matter to my attention.   

   Sincerely, 
 
   /s/ James L. Casserly 
   James L. Casserly 
   Counsel for Comcast Corporation 
 
cc: Chairman Kevin Martin 
 Commissioner Michael Copps 
 Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
 Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
 Commissioner Robert McDowell 
 Michelle Carey 
 Catherine Bohigian 
 Rick Chessen 
 Rudy Brioche 
 Amy Blankenship 
 Cristina Pauze 
 Brigid Calamis 
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